
1 

Compromise of 1850 

 

California becomes a free 

state, popular sovereignty is 

used to decide slavery in the 

rest of the Mexican Cession 

2 

Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 

Allow for popular sovereignty 

to decide slavery in 

Kansas/Nebraska. Eliminate 

the slavery border from the 

Missouri Compromise 

3 

Popular Sovereignty 

 

The ability of people to 

decide whether or not to 

have slavery 

4 

Who supported popular 

sovereignty 

 

South/pro-slavery 

5 

Sectionalism  

 

Favoring your region over the 

whole country. North vs. 

South 

6 

John Brown 

 

Led attack on a federal 

arsenal, killed 5 pro-slavery 

supporters in Kansas 

 

 

7 

Bleeding Kansas 

 

Pottawatomie Massacre and 

attack on Lawrence by anti-

slavery citizens led by John 

Brown 

8 

Pottawatomie Massacre 

 

John Brown and his men 

killed 5 pro-slavery people  

9 

John Brown’s raid on Harpers 

Ferry 

 

John Brown’s attempt to take 

over a federal arsenal 

10 

Secede 

 

Officially leave a country, 

South seceded from North 

11 

Confederate States of 

America 

 

Name of the country formed 

by the Southern states 

12 

Jefferson Davis 

 

President of the Confederacy  

13 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 

Novel written by Harriet 

Beecher Stowe describing the 

horrors of slavery 

14 

Dred Scott 

 

Sued his former owner for his 

freedom. Supreme Court said 

he could not sue because he 

was property 

15 

Fugitive Slave Act 

 

Required escaped slaves to be 

returned to their masters. 

Made it a crime to help 

escaped slaves.  

 

16 

Stephen Douglas 

 

Illinois politician, debated 

with Lincoln about how to 

deal with slavery 

17 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

Illinois Politician, debated 

Douglas about slavery 

18 

Lincoln Douglas Debates 

 

Discussed the problem of the 

country being half free, half 

slave. Lincoln wanted to stop 

the spread of slavery, Douglas 

wanted the people to decide 

slavery by state.  

19 

Election of 1860 

 

Lincoln becomes president 

(1
st
 Republican President) 

 

20 

Lincoln’s goal as president 

 

Keep the Union (North and 

South) together 



 


